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So, flu season 
— we doomed 
or what, doc?
Have some questions about 
this year’s fl u season? How 
bad is it? What about H1N1? 
Who’s vulnerable? Metro’s 
got your answers            PAGE 15 

Seems some 
days you just 
can’t Wynne
Premier takes heat for her 
government’s reaction to 
the ice storm, particularly 
for giving out thousands 
in grocery gift cards    PAGE 3 

Unfulfilled? 
Relax with a 
nightmarish 
pandemic
Billy Campbell, star of new 
show Helix, talks about how 
horror off ers escape      PAGE 13 

Is immigration 
turning away 
best, brightest?

PANIC, DREAD, RELIEF
Angelo Epassa, 4, went missing Monday morning but was reunited with his mother, Nathalie, by the 

end of the day. Angelo got on the wrong bus and went to the wrong school, but administrators only 

fi gured it out at the end of the school day. See story, page 4. AMY DEMPSEY/TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE

They’re experts in their fields, 
recruited from around the 
world for their intelligence 
and advanced knowledge of 
the most complex disciplines 
— but Canada’s byzantine im-
migration process has them 
flummoxed.

University of Toronto PhD 
candidates Greg Lusk and 
Nicolás Sánchez-Guerrero are 
the very model of the highly 
skilled, well-educated immi-
grant that Stephen Harper’s 
government is supposedly tar-
geting with its Federal Skilled 
Worker Program. They’ve ap-
plied for permanent residency 
but have been rejected and 

can’t figure out why.
“The requirements are 

ambiguous and even contra-
dictory,” said Sánchez-Guer-
rero, who came from Colom-
bia to study the history and 
philosophy of science and 
technology under world-re-
nowned scholar Ian Hacking. 

“It seems unusually diffi-
cult,” added Lusk, who came 
from the U.S. to study in the 
same department.

They say there are conflict-
ing instructions for applicants 
and that immigration officers 
aren’t following the rules and 
are ignoring parts of their ap-
plications.

In a letter to MP Olivia 
Chow, Sánchez-Guerrero and 
two other denied doctoral stu-
dents wrote: “We think that 
candidates in this category are 
being systematically rejected.”

While immigration lawyer 
Lorne Waldman hasn’t seen 
a flood of PhD students, he 
says over the past five years 
he’s been seeing more and 
more applications rejected for 
“dubious” reasons.

“It’s undoubtedly true that 
there were probably some 
areas where the government 
wasn’t using enough scrutiny 
before,” he said. “But now it’s 
gone from one extreme to an-
other.” TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE
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Baffl  ed. PhD candidates 
believe they are being 
‘systematically rejected’
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Policy

“Sometimes you feel ... 

that they’re looking for 

a reason to reject.”

Immigration lawyer Lorne Waldman


